
kentucky derby tradit ions 
read more at  www.kentuckyderby.com 

Garland of Roses 
“First established as part of the Derby celebration when they were presented to all the ladies 
attending a fashionable Louisville Derby party, the Garland of Roses was such a sensation, 
that the president of Churchill Downs, Col. Lewis Clark, adopted the rose as the race's 
official flower. The rose garland, now synonymous with the Kentucky Derby, first appeared in 
the 1896 when winner Ben Brush received a floral arrangement of white and pink roses.”

The Twin Spires 
“Constructed in 1895, the Twin Spires were the creation of a 24-year-old draftsman, Joseph 

Dominic Baldez, who was asked to draw the blueprints for Churchill Downs' new grandstand. 

Originally the plans did not include the Twin Spires atop Churchill Downs’ roofline, but as the 

young Baldez continued work on his design, he felt the structure needed something to give it 

a striking appearance.” 

Mint Julep 
“The Mint Julep has been the traditional beverage of Churchill Downs and the Kentucky 

Derby for nearly a century.”

“My Old Kentucky Home” 
“In the world of sports, there is not a more moving moment than when the horses step onto 
the track for the Kentucky Derby post parade and the band strikes up “My Old Kentucky 
Home.”” 
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Wear Your Hat: “Best Hat” & “Best Attire” 
Fabulous prizes should entice you to step up your game a little bit when deciding on your 
hat and ensemble for the event. Go big or go home!

Mint Juleps Anyone? 
This party wouldn’t be “derby-worthy” without an endless supply of mint juleps - the 

traditional beverage of Churchill Downs and the Kentucky Derby.   

“Go Baby Go!” 
Each guest will have a chance to guess the winnng horse to win fabulous prizes.  Prizes 
include derby fashions from high-end specialty boutiques in Austin.  You never know, you 
may just get LUCKY. 

Entertainment 
We can’t promise you a live marching band playing “My Old Kentucky Home,” but we can 

ensure a good time with DJ tunes, photobooth, games and fabulous prizes, silent auction, 

derby trivia, specialty cocktails, derby-inspired tasty bites and bottomless champagne. Did 

someone say derby pie?



Beautiful Hats + Bow Ties 

We’ll See You at the Races!


